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The Attack on tlir Court of Claims.
A bill to turn out of ofllrc tho three

present Judges of the t'ouit ot Claim's
nntl to replace them by tluoe Democrats
to be appointed ly (iovcrnor l)ix is now
pcnditiK in the Locislnture and has been
favorably reported by the Codes Com-
mittee of tho State Senate. Its authors
and supporters havo kept pietty unlet
about it, and wisely; for we cannot be-

lieve that such a measure if thoroughly
understood by the public would stand
any chance of passage.

Tho Court of Claims is a tribunal,
formerly known as the Hoard of Claims,
which adjudicates upon the merits of
claims asainst tho State for property
losses or personal injuries such as grow
out of the prosecution of State enter-
prises and public work". If the claim i

of n character which would make an in-

dividual defendant liablo and the Court
of Claims linds in favor of the claimant
mi the fucts and asse.-s.o- s the amount of
damage which he has suffered ,,o lwlature.hena.uallyprov.desfor.t. pay- - L
ment out of the S a o treasure. The
State does this voluntarily, for it cannot
bo sued in its own courts except by its
own eontent. I

The tribunal is useful, whether it
is denominated u court in the strict
sense of the term or not. Kit her n a
bonrd or a a court it has been in ex-

istence ;tfor many years; and we do not
understand that oven now its critics
desire to abolish it. What they want
to do is to change the iorsonnel. It is
a perfectly plain case of the application
of tho spoils system in politics. The bill
befoic the I.egilatuti) simply puts an
cud to tho terms of the .Judges now in
office and empowers t ho Governor to
npiwint three new ones. That the bald-
ness of the scheme may not be too mani-
fest the salary is reduced from SS.OCO to
fO.OiiO a year, $1,000 is knocked off tho
clerk's compensation and tho court is
deprived of its own special marshal.
All this is done in the alleged pursuit
of economy, but tho ruling motive of
the promoters of the measure cannot
thus be. concealed. Their purpose is to
land three desirable odices.

It has gone so far toward execution
that The Sun's Albany correspondent
has already furnished us with the namo
of one of the new. lodges to be appointed
by the Oovernor, according to tho un-
derstanding of those within the inner
circle.

No charge of any kind is made against
the present .Judges of tho Court of
Claims, so far as wo havo ever heard,
unless it bo an accusation to say thut
they were somewhat active in politics
before their elevation to the bench. So
also was tho Hon. Chaisles Kvans
Hl'OHf.s, now an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States.
There is nothing that argues against
the judicial capacity of Judge Adolpii
J. Rodknbeck of tho Court of Claims
in the fact that he was once a Republican
Mayor of Rochester. Judge William J.
Wallace, one of our most distinguished
Federal Judges, began his public career
as Mayor of Syracuse. Judge Ciiaiiler
H. Murray of the Court of Claims has,
it Ib true, been a Republican Police Com-
missioner in this city, nnd Judge Tur.o-non- u

H. Swift is described as "a regu-
lar old tirno St. Lawrence county Re-

publican politician" by his enemies; but
these matters cannot be regarded seri-
ously as any justification for the drastic
legislation by which it is proposed to be-

stow upon Democrats the offices which
they now hold.

S'or Ls it any excuse for this Demo-
cratic wrong to say that the Republicans
perpetrated u similar wrong when Gov-
ernor Hiogins was in office by lengthen-
ing the terms of tho Judges of tho Court
of Claims and inci easing their salaries.
That wrongful act will not make this
act rightful, Jf the Democratic major-
ity puts this measure through now, what
valid objection can a Democratic minor-
ity offer to similar legislation which may
bo proposed n lew years hence by n
Republican majority to replaro Gov-
ernor Dix's Judges of tho Court of
Claims by Republicans?

It is n fundamental mistake in prin-
ciple to make a judicial tribunal a play-
thing of politics. Tho people expect
better things than this from the men'
whom they havo placed in nower nt j

Albany, notably from John a. Dix
If they nro disappointed thcie will be i

a day of reckoning, and it will not lie i

very long delayed.

I'lir SulKlng of .Mr. l.a I'ollctie.
Mr. la Foli.ette's complaint that

the Progressive Senators weie treated
"unjustly and unfairly" in tho commit- -
tecs assignments made by the
can caucus was merely an ebullition .

of baffled ambition. There are thirty - i

eight Regulars and, including Senator
KENTON of Iowa, the latest comer,
there are only thirteen Progrcssivce.

Tho decision upon application should
not rest with the minority. All thnt it
can reasonably nsk is proportional

'Micro are many more
t'oinmittposthan I'ropres'ivpsnnd while
they rate themselves morally ntu) intel-
lectually as of a holier order than the
HoRiilars, there is no reason humanly
why the latter nlioultl rt'toRiile Infe-
riority when it conies to voting on com-
mittee assignment.

The two most impoitaht tnm'nittres
in the Senate me Finance and InterMato
t'ommerr c. Membership is covoled

Senators who have political n:nbi- -
Hons to prntil'v The Hon. ItoniX.T
M. h. J'ollktti: hits Leon HMigiied
to Finani-- and the Hon. Ai.bkbt H.

Cl'.m.mins rcIh a place on Ititeretate
Commerce. Thcro is not room on
either committee for both of them, and
it was wise to heep them apart. '

Precedence lias usutillv been fnl-- 1

lowed in making up committee. O.lt
0f consideration for the ambitions',
VI IIUHUTOW' .OliHUrf IIIIU lO IIVUHI
wounding their sensibilities precedence
was disregarded In several Instances
The Regulars felt that they had to live
with them nnd Rave tliein many inches, j

although not a whole ell. Mr. ( LAPP or
Minnesota is head of Interstate Com-
merce, .Mr. Crt.i.oM of Illinois giving
way to him. .Mr. Pknhosk of Pennsvl- -

vnnia would not do so much for Mr. '

la Foi.LWtK ns regards Finance, nnd it j

would bo difficult to blame Mr. Pi:.-t:os- t:,

as the two Senators are not on
speaking terms.

The Progressives have fared well in
committee assignments and they know
it: all of them except Mr. la Foi.LKrrn.
who would not 1k happy unless he was
bo-.- s of the Sennte.

Sisnnr I'errero on the Women of
the Ca-sar-

SignorCifc.Ltr.L.MO Fkuhkiio, who has
reinvented Roman history to the delight
of the historian of the Rough Riders,
has begun in the Ccn'ir; Magazine a
series of articles, destined, no doubt,
to their hour of discussion and reper-
cussion, on "The Women of the Cirsar,"
ladies who seem to hav had a good deal
of what is now called "temperament,"
and n truly iinxrial habit of doing
pi etty much as t hey pleased. How much
were they lied about? For nobody, we
sunnose. can accent as uenulne the

wi(h .,Pmien' . - havo (lrawn of
!

,
' that sl lor ,,KiFI,0 w,

Li .'show them to us in some human nnd
K)ssible sliajv, not ns sports of mini re

land prodigies of lust and cruelty. Tho
moderns are inclined to be more chari-- 1

table in their judgments. They know
how party and personal prejudices dis-
tort the images of public characters;
hey Hiisix'ct perhaps that history was

'the predecessor of yellow journalism;
they rememlK-- r that golden snving:

No history; that mutt be a lie."
Unfortunately Signor Fkri.kho has a

theory or two that walks through all
us work; and he has the habit of

comparing tilings ancient with tilings
modern, often when there is no real
basis of comparison, in n manner that
may dazzle the groundlings and make
Chautaiuiua tremble; very effective, but
is it sound? In his introductory piece
in the LcnturiJ you see his manner.
There is a bit of history, with some tall,
solemn Ijitin word rustling its toga:

" TorIvc the Motnan means to chance her leIU
mate juardlan at pleasure, It her father had pro.

lded none hy will, there as Invented the tutor
cessiclus. thereby allowrlne fie transmission of a
Irral cuardlanshlp. However, though all restric-
tions Imposed upon the liberty of the unmarried
woman by the Institution of tutelaze disappeared,
one limitation continued In force; she could not
make her will. Yet een this was provided for,
either by fictitious nurrlaie or by the Invention
of the tutor flduclarlus. The woman, without
contracting matrimony, rave herself hy coemptlo
(purchasel Into the manus of a person of her trust,
on the agreement that the eoemptlonator would
free her; he became her inardlsn In the e es of the
law "

Then you have the sociological de-

tail, the Macauloy-McMast- er manner:
" She mil ht ito freely this she did generally In a

litter. .She was never excluded from theatres."

Finally, and this seems the most
thoroughly Ferrerooe, the historian
lx?gins to givo a moral lecture. This
perhaps is the real secret of his popu-
larity. Folks are so humble nowadays
and do so love to bo trodden on by
itinerant professors of ethics nnd

Hero is most of the pero-
ration of tho first article;

" One of the urcatest problems of every epoch
and all civilizations Is to find a balance between
the natural aspiration for fieeslom that Is none
other than the need of personal felicity, a need as
Ilvelv and profound In the heart of woman as of
man, and the supreme necessity for a discipline
without which the race, the State and the family
run the gravest dancer. Yet this problem lo.
day, In the iinmetsureil exhilaration with which
riches and poner lntoileate the Puroprin Ameri-
can civilization. Is considered with fie supernclal
frivolity and tho voluble dllettmtlsm that despoil
or confuse nil the crcat problems of (esthetics,
philosophy, statesmanship and morality. We
live In the midst of what might he called the Sstur
nslla of the world's history; and In Ihe midst of
the swift and essy labor, the In'brleij of our con-

tinual festivities, we feel no more the tragic In
life.'

Saturnalia of the world's history!
How that would have pleased the Into
JoM-Tiir- s Cook; how it will please tho
later W, J. Iln van. I,ot us be grateful
to Signor Fehkkp.o that he didn't say
fiUpercalia

Proper Trratiiicut for Car Hotvilli-s- ,

Magistrate Connolly's disposition of
the cases of tho seven cur rowdies ar-
rested on Sunday evening in Flushing
win receive very general approval. He
sentenced two young men to a relorma-jtor- y

for terms of three years, released
on high bail two who were immediately
tnKeti to Nassau county for trial on
charges of assault, rent to jail two
more pending sentence, and held the
other in bail for further eaniination.

Stern discipline of this kind will soon
end a nuisance to which the public has
long neon Mipuvted. "or veiu-- s the.
trifii-poitatio- n companies we're remiss
in tho protection of tVir passengers,
and the nolico shut tholrovos to thi n,,,-- .

ticular form of lawlessness. Recently
the nmnngers of the city rallwavF. imvo
inntle intelligent and sincere efforts to
protect their orderly passengers, and
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tho police, once called on seriously to
suppress rowdyism, have dono their part
well. The efforts of these agencies' have
been practically without effect, how-
ever, because of certain Magistrates

.i nc fear of blighting the futures of a
lew ruflians overcame their sense of the
rights of the public. Within tho Inst
two year there Imve been signs of a
growing disposit Ion among these Magis-trnte- s

to punish adequately this class of
wrongdoer.. Magistrate Connolly's
course U an excellent example for nil
to follow.

The Farmer's licit I'rlentl.
If called upon a week ago to name the

best friend tho farmer has in Congress
who would have thought of singling out
the Hon. John Dalzeli. of Pittsburg?
Mr. Dalzell's title to the honor rests
upon the speech he made in tho House
opposing tho Canadian reciprocity bill.
Who would have supposed that his love
for the farmer had a depth that no
plummet might sound? Mr. Daij.kll,
now that he appears ns he K stands out
in shining relief from it background of
sophist's, economists and calculators'
with whom calumny had confounded
him. He is sentimental, ho is chival-
rous and the quality of his patriotism
i not strained, but in its normal exer-
cise is all embracing. Tho following
paragraphs, taken at random from Mr,
Dai..kll's remarks, will lear us out:

" Any pollcs that tV.es from us our boys anl
girls. Hie good red blood of American manhood
and vviiinnhooil. that depletes the Valley of Ihe
Mississippi and the plains of the West and lowers
farm values here, while Increasing them across the
border, robs us of our dearest and most valuable
possession "

"Ob, no. my friends, when It comes to a matter ot
sentiment my heart goes out to my own people;
my patriotism Is American, not Canadian patriot-Ism- ,

my brotherly love Is for my own kin, for the
American farmer, not for his Canadian competi-
tor,"

The Hon. Claude Kitchin of North
Carolina with his eloquent tongue had
stabbed Mr. Palzell in his dearest
Kssession, that sentiment of affection

nnd esteem which unsuspected ho has
always cherished for the farmer. Mr.
Kitchin had insinuated that while the
Hon. John Dalzell shed tears for the
farmer they were crocodile tears, and
it was the mechanic, in tho forge and
foundry for whom he really felt con-
cern. The truth is that Mr. DAtaEi.i.'.s
heart beats for both: beat for nil,
united they stnnd. divided they fall;
Gloucester fishermen, grape fruit grow-
ers, hattcri", Turners, workers in wool
mid cotton, men of all trades and occu-
pations touch not a single industry
with the palsying hand of tariff revision!
Nothing could be more candid nntl beau-
tiful than Mr. D.l.ZELL's retort upon
the irreverent Kitchin:

" I had both the farmer and the manufacturer
In mtr.il. When you direct my attention to the
subject ot a tarl.T I Atwava have In mind the great
city, dear U my heart, whose Interests It Is mv
highest ambition to serve. I recAll Its pillar of
cloud by day. Its pillar of fire by night, the roar
of Its machinery, lis myrlvt worklngmen In the
rerelpl of the highest wages paid any notklng
m n In any place on earth, a city which Is a shining
escmplar of the beneficent results of the system
of protection. And when 1 have In mind the fact
that If the farmer be robbed of his protection
my great rlty will be robbcj of Its protection
I refuse to participate In the robbery "

People sometimes forget that if Mr.
Dalzell represents tho foundrymen of
Pittsburg, McKccsport nnd Hraddock,
he has farmers among his constituents
in rural Turtle Crook, Pitcairn, Swiss-val- e,

Plum and Wilkinburg. Ho is an
absorbed in the interests of tho one class
as in those of the other. But the devo-
tion of the farmers touches him more
tenderly than the attachment of the
foundrymen. After this in any INt of
farmers' friends in Congress the name
of John Dalzell of Pittsburg ought to
lead all the rest, or at least le very
near the top.

The Retirement of Flviin.
Slneo Willi m J. Flynn has been a

Deputy CommisMonor of Police the de-

tective force, over which lie pre-ide-

has done its work more satisfactorily,
than for some years. Several obscure
crimes havo leen cleared up, and n
number ol criminals who considered,
tliemolves practically immune from
punishment have boon sent to prison.
Tho confidence of Hlack
Hand gangs has been shaken, and the
general opinion that those lawbreakers
could not bo detected has been shown
to bo unfounded.

It was unfortunate that Mr. I'lvnn
was called on to manage the police work
against tho gamblers, for this put on
his shoulders too great a burden, To
direct the secret investigation bureau
of thedepartment is enough for one
man. Mr. FLYNN proved himself thor-
oughly capable in tho elementary exer-
cise of smashing in armored doors, to
the attack on which he adapted a new
weapon, tho hydraulic jack. "Raid-
ing" gambling houses is not tho most
important kind of police activity, but.
Mr. Flynn did it well. 1 innllv, and
not least, Mr. Flynn found it possible
to keep a quiet tongue in his head.

The postponement of the visit of King
PfcTF.n to Kmperor Francis Joseph his
paused the usual amount of international
gossip thnt ha? attended tho efforts of the
Servian monarch to meet on friendly
terms his royal cousins of Kuropp, At
the Russian court, where m vvns first re-
ceived, it was reported from Vlennn thnt
ho wai riot treated with the respect to
which his rank entitled htm. Ills i'jt to
the Italian court a fmv weel--s ago was
made the occasion for reports from the
Enine source of a widespread anarchist
plot against tho Italian royal family, in.
triguoR ngninct the Triple Alliance and
threats of papal excommunication. Mow
It is declared thnt the Illness of rnAS'i'ts
Jostfl'll is merely n excuse and that the
postponement is duo to "political illffl.
oulti?s "

Th Seivluns liave taken no liitlo pride
In the social ambitions of their King, Ito
haS mndo more advancement than any
other of their ruler. Heiido, they hope
that commercial anil flntncjal advantages
will result from those viits. nut with
tho memory still fret-- of the. Austro-Hungaria- n

seizures in the Balkuns and tho
tonsi sutuation along the border only a
short time ano they strenuously objected
to their King visiting their clertrest enemy,
their Ids; neighbor to the north. lh
Hudopest papera in the meantime, quot- -

lug a despatch from t.ondon that King
PKrK.n will never be reoMved by the Brit-

ish court beo.Miso It has "proof of his con-
nection with the assassdnntion ot King
Alkxandkr and Queen Dracii," have op-
posed the reception by tho I'mperor of
"the regicide. King,"

Peter has planned for a visit early In
May to Paris; ns ho was a gallant young
olTlcer who fought against the hated Prus-
sians In the war of 1ST0 and ns France has
a desire to take an Interest in the affairs
of tho Danuhlan Stntcs there ls no reason
to believo that his reception will bo less
liparty because of his failure to be wel-

comed by (lermany V great ally.

It Is now Insisted that a sutue ti Wat.TF.n
llu.ri(in should Join the collection of other monu
mcnts at Washington, .S(. I.iulf HepuDlic

Not so long as the smoke of old Joe
Cannon's D.invlllc Mephltlcos poisons
the nlr and choltes the District and even
Maryland and Virginia. At present a
statue In Washington to Sir Walter
would, be an Insult.

The Hon. William Charles Advmsov
of tho Fourth Georgia district recites tho
Demociatlc hvmn in tho House; the largo
lineaments of tho Hon. Heacch amp Clark
are lit with tho commingling roses of mod-
esty nnd health:

"'Civil and reform Is a slogan which has
P'aeed the Democrats In oonlio! nf this House,
nnd the same (tonfalon may lead the hosts of
Democracy to such a signal and glorious victory
thnt the people, for the ilrst time In many years,
rcnlt'lng the blesslnzs of old fashioned honesty
and Democracy In innlrol, may ren,aln awaVe lo
perpetuate their own rule, their own power, pros-peill-

and happiness,"
Clark nnd reform! Well, there can't

l.o too tmisli reform.

As there are fully 1,000 Islands In the
Philippine Archipelago the moderation
of the Dutch is amazing.

i'iii:vt:xTiox of m nnoi'noin.x.
Tho Strict r.nforcenicnt of n Miizllnrs

Ordinance Mould lie F.rfeet Ive.
To thk KniTOR or Til is SfN .Sir: I am

nwa.ro them hove Lecti rattier numeroiiH
raid of rabies lately, and It would bo of
vnluo to knov lion- - many have really oc-
cur led In New York city and its suburbs.
It Is an Imperative duty that we should guard
all our people from any risk, nnd a little
care on the part of doir owners and the strict
enforcement of a law to murrle doits In
elven ureas will tend greatly toward nine,
liorntlng conditions that are well nigh Inex-
cusable.

In Kneland I understand hydrophobia
Is practically extinct, no caws having oc-

curred there for years, nnd this happy state
of affairs Is due lo the strict enforcement of
a inulin law and a very rlKld quarantine
Inward foreign dox. The iiiiirrllnit law
Is nlo firmly adhered to In fiermany, where
hydrophobia casi-- s are very uncommon.
The S. 1 t" A.I believe, however. Ignore
hydrophobia ami actually denies its exist-
ence In spile of farts.

Direitly on the appearance of a mad
doc upon the street Instructions should nl
once lie ismied by the authorities that all
docs In Ihe locality be muzled, ami that
any doe found iiumii.Ii-- d should be killed
on tin- - spot

I am a lover of iIoks and certainly object
to their total destruction If the trouble can
be cured by less stringent measures, The
dog Is nun's heM friend, and as such -- hould
be treated humanely.

rnrnrtucK C, It. Horn.
F.Niu.Kwoon, X .1 , April 1'.

Case of the Man Vslio ImaKlneil lie Hail
the llrtte.

To Tlir Knnon or Thk St Mow
a fixed idea of fear of hydrophobia can di-

rectly produce the symptoms of the dreaded
disease Is well Illustrated by a case men-
tioned by .lames .1. O'Dea, M. I) , In his
treatise on "Suicide

I vs III rile for this purpos an lll.'ttratlon for
the truth of which t con all the more conndenily
vouch since It happened In my own eiperlence
During the progress of an earnest dlscuislon on
hydrophobic In the rlty of New Vorlf, now some
five or sl jrsrs ago, a gentleman nf good Judg-
ment and usually great self possession took up
a medical book o Inform himself cn the matter
In dispute. It was Alt'iln's "Practice of Mrdl
cine, ' and he read on vntll he came to the last
word In the following cMrart

"lldrophobla , originates In animals of the
rsn'ne and fe'lne race Ihe foi

Here It suldenly occurred lo him that when a
bov he had been bitten on the hand hy a foi
The recollection of Ihls long forgotten Incident
filled him srlth dlsmav "Never before," he de
clare, had I felt such sensations. I was con
scions of two Impressions, hut for the moment
of roth'.ng besides One of these was In my head,
anl took Ihe shape of a II let horror ot hydro
phobia 'I he other felt Hte a current of alternate
cold and hot air f ishing up mv spine end out
Into mv I'mbs !ntsntiv It secmrd that every
muscle In my whole body grew tight, and the
hare Idea of swallowing watrr produced a spasn
In rty throat Terror, actual terror, mounted
within me to s.trii a pitch that I must have cried
aloul had I not Instantly rushed out of doors.
In the op'ii Mr. nnd bv dint cf compelling my
thoughts Inn oilier hannels. I succeeded In
bresUInK the sptll My rued li.es fidej Inn the
background. M rjiisrjes nl.'.aed I trembled
and was bsthet In sweat.' The feelings here
described were renewed for some length of time
after this whrnevc. hvtlrophobln was alluded to
In lonversstlon but each lime they came fainter
and falntervntll thev filially ceased altogether

Xi:w Vonn, April m. I), s
Sscvv Hampshire Notes,

from ihr Kt&rmrot Indtprn-Jmi- .

There are eighteen little plrs belonging to Henry
II Davis of llop'Alnton, N. II., which a fiord the
ftmlly an l their vlsltois a great deal of amuse-
ment 'Ihcv are Interesting little beggars, nnd
one would thlnl, 13 watch them, that they had the
weight of the whole establishment on their shoul-
der" When Ihe Davis hoys make the round of
their maple trees gathering sap the whole elgh
teen troop along with them lo see that the busl.
ncs In hand Is properly attended to. When
the school teacher, who hoards nt the Davis home,
starts fjr school they take It upon themselves to
s- -c that she Is safely escorted to her destination.
TaU of Mary's little lamb, It wasn't In It with the
Davis plgt.

In the Ivlcr district. In the same town, which
borders on Contooeook. there Is a horse w hich has
attained the age of to crs. Is In good condition
and rnlovri his oals, He was formerly owned by
the late Dr C. 1' Oage of Concord. N. II.

This district also has a resident who Is the oldest
man In Dim, Lucius Tyler, who has attained to
the age of .01 yesrs He Is hale nnd hearty and
thinks nothing of tsMng ft four mile walk to the
vlltnr.c church on Stinda),

A Cull for n Tali! Hoard of Kdurallon
To mr. Ppitor. op Tin Si'K Why should

wc have a volunteer noard of Ldurailnn any
more limn a volunteer Department of Charities
or a volunteer1 l ire Department? The slightest
Im esllgatlnn Into our ilcmoraluru school tv stem,
which costs the taxpayers of the city more than
.v,.:oivio a ear, ought to ronvlrce any Intelli

gent I'llttcn that suh an Immense anil ccstly
drptrln'rnt of government should no longer be
left I i vol.intcer commissioners, who can spare
fm.n their ink ale business only a couple of hours
t1e .1 month, or ahnr.Uoncd lo paid but Irrespon-
sible submillt ates, but should be put Into the
hands cf a commission of Intelligent paid nftleers
answerable in ll.c rlty. Surely this great ques-
tion should be dealt with In a spirit nf common
sense. 'Ihe I'tlle ring sheltered so long under
cover of an unpaid boaid, responsible to nobody
hut Ilelf, shojhl he promptly broken up.

,Nbw YotutAprll 77, Jaufs Talbot.

'I he Shank of (he evening.
To mr. r.nimn op Thk Son .sir; The fob

Icwlng lines are to "A' Krlend at id'"
"Years ago, when Ihe paint wai red
And almost everybody hail gone to bed,
The leading question then In sight
Wa. What shall we do the rest of the night!

I'or lll Just ihe shank of the evenlnf.
"Now, when vnu'v e reached three score and ten,
Think nf the vim Uml Inspired you theni
Prace up and think In what useful ways
And walks i an I spend Ihe rest of my days! I

I'or It's J JH life's thank of the evening,
si. O. ClUI,

THE ALDAXIAXS.
From Iht UpitMor,

Even if tho Albanians had consented to
the Imposition of tho octroi -- and here wo
niAV Well sriilnnthlrA with tliA Tilt-Le- whn
want the money-th- ey could not have been
expected to glvo up their Immemorial right
to carry arms or to accept the Arabic
alphabet as a substitute for their ow n noman
alphabet. This Imposition of a foreign
character on n singularly proud people is
really a test of tho methods of the Young
Turks, if there Is ono thing above all
others on which the Albanians pride them-
selves tt Is on being a people.
Their history in this one spot or Europe
reaches back Into obscurity, 'lhey are
perhaps the oldest Aryan stork In the
peninsula, and their language goes back
to unknown origins. As always happens
vhero there Is no literature to speak of,

the language of Ihe people Is divided Into
many dialects. The Ohegs, who aro the
fighting Albanians nnd the tribe chiefly
to ho reckoned with In any rising, use the
llomnn alphabet with n few added symbols.
Tho Tosks use the fireek alphabet, but
both sections of tho race arc proud of being
Albanian", and In opposition to the Turks
they are united. If tho Turks persist In
tampering with the Albanian language,
which Is cherished as a proof and token of
national unity and of distinction from the
Turks, they will commit ono of the most
familiar mistakes In the world. One would
think that even If they do not rend history
they would have observed tho recurrent
riots In Athens on the language question.
Thoso nlono show how deeply people In
southeastern Diropo value such a proof
of racial llnen;o as language Affords them
In circumstances where purity of race Is
always questionable. After tho Turco-ftree- k

war the Queen of tireeco was shocked
to find thnt wounded soldiers In hospital
were unahlo to read their Bibles because
they did not understand the literary

of modem Greece, tho language
of the newspapers and of Parliament: and
she accordingly had a version prepared
In tho dialect, which the common people
speak and Into which oven tho most culti-
vated Cireeks sometimes lapse when thev
aro excited, Hut this version, by the dis-
tinguished scholar M. Palll, was received
with execration. It nppeared, by con-
senting to a hybrid language, directly to
challenge tho (Jreek claim to uninterrupted
descent from the Greeks of classical times,
'Ihls was not a dispute over an alphabet,
It Is true, hut the principle was almost the
same as Is now at work In Albania. 'Ihe
version was removed in response to the
clamor Similar riots occurred In Athens
only n few days airo. when there was n
proposal that the dialect should lie admitted
to tho university. The Voung Turks will
be wise, therefore, if tl.ey recognlre that
sentiment In such a matter Is worth more
consideration than the convenience of using
a single character throughout the empire,

I lie .Mti.inlatis agreed to the obliteration
of their Christianity In the fifteenth century
when the Turks overran ihelr country
Put it is often supposed that under Ihe
profession of the Moslem faith n good manv
of them still revere their older creed, and
It Is cert.iin thnt the prevailing faith of
.Mohammedanism Is mingled with several
curious Christian lurms. Those who ate
openly Christian are vehement Christinas,
whether of the Orthodox Church or (toman
Catholics, nuil the a'tempt of the Turkish
Government a year aso to plant (Olonles
or liosnlan Moslems among the ( hrlstlan
Albanians r.long the Greek frontier wr.s
Just the sort of epedlent to harden tiieir
disaffection into bluer deii.rmin.itinn. It
seem that the Prenk I'ip I)od Pa-li- n. Ihe
hereditary leader of the .Mlrdlte (the liom.-.- n

Cntholic tribe of Albanlansi. Is accompany-
ing the Turkish troops In the Held, but Ion
much sljulllcnuce need not be allowed In
this apparently mange fact This ttlbe

suh an Inaccessible poslilon (lint
the Turks might have ns much difficulty In
reducing them to even a temporary sub-
mission as thev have had In the past

would lie unite Impossible if the
whole country were In revolt. In the pnsl
tho hereditary rulers of the Mirdites have
sometimes been held as hostages by the
Turks, and were believed to be In sympathy
with the Turkish Government, but that
made no difference to the tesolute defniice
of the tribesmen themselves, Albania Is
one of the moat difficult countries In (he
world for r auu alenlng. There ate no
railways and few road. The mountains
are unmapped, and the few paths are ardu-
ous; the vallevs ate hotbeds of fever.
Above all, the Albanians are now armed
with modern weapons. In southern A-
lbania tho success of tho Turks is possible
and even pinbable, but there would be no
hope of conquering the more mountainous
and more warlike north unless the Turkish
army were able to hring an enormous force
to bear In fine, the condition of success
Is that the army should not be distracted
by Internal dissensions In the Government
or by serious challenges to Turkish suprem-
acy In other parts of the empire.

LAST Of THK GOOSEXKCKS.

Memories Stirred lis. the Flndlnic of Old
I'lre Apparatus.

To the r.tutoR ur Tur. sr. sjr: The
letter from Walter I.. Clark In reply lo M.
T, Wal-h- 's query concerning the present
whereabouts of the old time fire apparatus
comes as useful information to myself. As
to tho hand engine known ns the "Goose-
neck," Oceani! n had one, nnd It was
in use oven when they ran tho big
double decker I have followed It often
myself when they would "buck the walk"
with it In winter tlmo when snow was deep
In mo streets, They would run It on the
sidewalks going to a fire in tho third dis-
trict, up PrlncH s'reel. out tluough Charl-
ton to Hudson s'reet.

It stood back near the staircase and was
ralnted dark blue, It had n motto on Ihe
bock, "Where iluiy calls, there you will
llnd us," and below "Organised l7fo." This
gooseneck temalned in the house almostup to tlm time lhey recolved a steamer. I

believe it whs owned by Ihe company.
However. I ran nloug wlih the cooseneck
otten In the winters of isj-.s- s and I'm.lack Wlldey was foreman. I rememberseeing 1'qultnble Hose 58 ill Klovun'H old
house on Wooster s'.reei. near I'llnto. I

llilnk that wnsthe last tlmeli was occupied.
Later on the police took an engine we boys
bad built and stored ll theiein, I lollovved
Kleven all tho way up town I o see Ihe Crystal
Palace burning The Atlantic cable cele-
bration was In the same year and the cupola
of the CUv Hall calllrbt fire nnrl wi Ha.
titroyed. The bell fell from lis hangings
and was placed In a wooden structure near
the ntoadvvay enlranco to tho park, ieadlng
to tho front of the city Hall. It hung mere
when Kllsvvorth'gChlcairo oiinves ram a bmH
drilled in the park, and was still there when
barracks were built for the volunteer.

On Ihe night that the cupola burned thepeople of Slnten Island burned the quaran-
tine bulldingH and the militia was sent to
restore peace. I temeinber well lhe"I)oad
Itahhits' and "llowery Hoys" having theirbottles around hlizsheth, Hester and Conn!
stieets. We boys u.ed to pass the locallty

n route to Purely' National Theatre.Ihathom street, a few doors above lloose.
volt. The .stage, door was on Itnosovelt
street and Is still to he seen. smallbakery or store of some kind Is built In theallev

(Iflen have I walled near II to see the
sciors "conio out." Allen, G. L. Pot, Miss

. (I. .Tones, fanny Herring, Miss Hatha-way, N. It, Clarke nnd others. It was ratherdangerous for boys of the West side to go
over Into the "enemy's countrv," The"While Ghost" boys, or the "Hock's." wouldwaylay us, ur Ihe "Peterson crowd" hold
i'.'i, '!'' ' plown on Light h avenue the"Hickory bnv" or ihe 'Chelsea" crowdwould do tho same, I saw Ihe Fir Zouavesdepart lor ihu war and saw Lllsworth'sfuneral as it came up Broadway,

Hiowiit'll sat, beside the hearse driverwith tho Confederate flag rolled up and hisbayonet stuck through It. This was theflag . Iswprth im led down and Jackson
shot him, to be killed in relurn by Krank
llrowucll.

In i sou Ihe Japanese embassy, the GreatI.nsiein ihe Prince of Wales and the
.election came, four candidates

in the new, Lincoln and Hamlin, Breckln-ri- djo and Lane, Douglas and .Johnson, andHell and l.veretl. The Wideawakes andother parties paraded In great torchlight
processions It will give me great pleasure
10 look at the old gooseneck and the con-denser case or old Oceanus ll at the voltin-lee- rheadquarters, and J will call there lo
"sew VotL JlWt 88 B0CU 1 ne,ln v''1

There way a little gopieneek on top ofBlack Joke's house, Flfly-eight- h street,near Broadway. hatever became of V

Kuan a Pcxioni.ruiLAOcu-Bi,- , April :t.

THE BVILDIXil CODE.

Proponed Amendment! Thereto Are Be-
ing Made by i:pcrts.

To the Editor or Tnr. Sf.v .Sir; Mr.
Ernest ITagg's letter of this morning la
very Interesting. It is full of Information
with regard to the Budapest building codo
and of wlso conclusions therefrom, hut
delightfully Ignorant of what Is being dons
right, here In New York. II must be that
he has neither lead the proposed amend-
ment to tho theatrical section of the code
which Is now before the Hoard of Aldermen
nor knows how that proposed amendment
was prepared.

In the first place Mr. Flagg colls attention
to the fact that the Budapest code Is tho
result of cooperation between the Institute
of Architects end the local Society of Engi-
neers. Perhaps for the first time In tho
history of Xow York there has been exactly
similar tooperatlon since tho fall of 1009
between three or four organizations work-
ing in n purely scientific spirit toward
producing an Ideal section of the building
code. Section tot) of our Xew York code,
which Is now under consideration, Is the
result of cooperation between the Xew York
Chapter of the American Institute of Archi-
tects, the American Scciety of Consulting
Engineers, the Hulldlng Trades Employers
Association, the experts of tho ISourd of
I'lre t'nderwrllers and the Superintendent
or Buildings. To be suto it Is not, as In the
case of Budapest, an oftTclat body nnd the
City nro not bound to accept the
results of Its deliberations, hut Its con-
clusions aro authoritative and deserve the
attention of every Professional man. Had
Mr. ITagg read tho report or that committee
ho would have round that It contains, with
hut ono insignificant exception, an absolute
prohibition ot the use of wood in any form
In theatrical structures. As If It were
something original. Mr. ITagg Rays "a me.
tnlllc screen like a pottciillls" should be
provided across the proscenium arch.
Chicago and many othercitlcs hnvo required
such a curtain for a number of years, owing
to tho failure of the asbestos curtains, which
for a long time were considered sufllclently
effective. An examination of tho code
now before our Aldermen would show thut
It does require a ilgid fireproof curtain
so designed ns to withstand tho pressure
of gases thnt would be generated on the
stage by burning scenery. It also requires
that such a curtain shall be piovided with
smoke seals at both sides and at the top
and bottom. This is an Important detail
which your correspondent's teference to a
metallic screen does not cover nt nil. It Is
not so much thn llanio In a theatre lire that
endangers life ns tho smoke.

Work like this of tevlslng building codes
and fire laws should not be founded on
snap Judgments of nny Individual. It
must bo thought out consistently nnd
scientifically. The committee previously
referred to. which Includes twenty or
more architects, engineers, builders and
firs prevention experts, In pursuance of a
long established plan Is nt the present time
at work on sections of ll.e building todo
which nrfeel the construction and the exit
facilities of business and factory buildings.
Sute'.y we tr.av expe-- t In such united scien-
tific consideration of ;i subject no lack of
that common sens.e v. liich your correspond
ent In his isolation senm to assumo ns
unattainable. It was most fortunate that
such n committee was actually lu elstence
and nt vo.-- :t nt the llm when the Asch
niildlug llro shoo'.e I the community.

iiniu.nr I). Koii.v, Secretary.
Coiutulilc? on Cn Depart merits.

Xi.w York, April 2.

Common Seine.
To Till-- . Eiitiott of The Si n S!f Mr

F.ni.V Klngg's letters are always inteies:- -

Inn and generally full of common sense,")
but If he carefully examines the umendment ,

lo section no of tho building code, dealing
with coiistiucllou of theatres, inconlly

by President McAneny, ho will
find that he has no monopoly of this very
desirable quality Mr ITagg's recom-
mendations lor the changes to the theatre
sections show conclusively that he has not
read the amendments now under considera-
tion in the Hoard of Aldermen, which have
been prepared by the Joint committee of
the Building Trades Employers Association
nnd the Xew York Chapter of Ihe American
Institute of Architects, with tho assistance
of Professor Woolson and Mr. Stewart of
the Board of Firo Lndcrwrlters and numer-
ous other experts.

The ricld curtain which Mr ITaeg seems
to think Is an original suggestion is the most
Important change covered In these amend-
ments, although the experts who worked
upon this section alo considered that a
theatre law must necessarily be designed
to meet panic as well as flro conditions, and
they therefore, after months of study,
thought It absolutely essentlijt to keep the
side courts, which Mr. ITagg thinks unnec-
essary.

In every other particular all other points
suggested hy Mr. ITagg are thoroughly
covered, and If these amendments nro
adopted I take it that even Mr. ITagg will
agree that somo "common senso" may be
Injected Into our building code.

Mr Flagg says that tho two attempts to
revise the building code have cost tho city
"several hundred thousand dollars," The
only epenso which the city has been put to
by these two commissions Is the expense
for cletlcul services, although It now seems
lo be recognised that the commission or
1007 incorporated In its draft of a new build-
ing code almost every provision for flro
prevention and protection of life which
ha been suggested since the late disaster
on Washington place,

Chaiu.es H. Israels.
Xew Yonr;, April 27.

THK 7MSK OK TAIIHKKUA.

Stirred by Ihe Hccent Visit of nr. san
lke, Another Poet Planks the l.jre.

From Iht Rotkinthim roil.
To North Csrollnn, the best of good States and

Just coming Into Its otvn, the queen of gracious
sisters, the belle of America, climate beyond com-
pare, fertility without parallel, warm hearts and
generous folks, resources rich and hardly touched.
Yes. "Xow for North Carolina." and let all the
world be silent while the Old North State takes Its
rest at the head of the table, where she belongs.

Clectrle power, Ihe mind's most marvellous
mystery. Is about hete to turn our spindles, lash
our looms, and make to blossom like the rote this
land of Milk and Honey, Man and Money,

Ours Is Ihe land of Cotton and Corn, and lots
ot II, Poet never dreamed of fairer land. It's

Paradise Perfected." The corn grows as large
as a sycamore and yields near a barrel to a stalk,
One acre of cotton comes near keeping a ginnery
busy, Crass and grain grow In bounteous plenty.
Aprles and peaches ripen on every hand, dew-
berries, rich and rosy, cantaloupes and water-
melons are forever beside us, the rooster crows,
Ihe hen lays and all Is peace and plenty, Verily
ours Is a goodly land and life's worth while In
Iloeklnghain, the land of buttermilk, and good
wblte folks and hard working niggers!

Our fallu Is firmer and our belief Is the bolder
la the fortune and future of our folks. The earth
can't beat us for gallant men and winsome women,
and we would drink the last drop of the biggest
glass to the Sons and Daughters of "Old Rich-
mond," Clod bless them everywhere, and all the
whllel

"Snobbery" ol "Wealthy Churches."
To trk EononorTHC SVN-.- Sr; I would beg

to uy a word of defence relative to the much
abused ushers of the "wealthy churches."

The week before Latter I attended a Holy Week
recital at St. Bartholomew's, hearing Bach's
"Passlun Music." At the start the rear of the
church was crowded with standees, but after
about an hour ot the'iuperb music a few of those
silling went home. L'shers In attendance Imme-
diately took much trouble to escort the standees
to seats, and continued to do to throughout the
service.

How about the terrible snobbery that one heart
so much about In the high episcopal cbutchett

aiuscrwooD, X. J., April 27. V. S.

The nil noot on the flowery.
To tbi Editor or TI svxstr. The Big

Boot was at thi norlhweti corner of Great Jones
Ireet and Bowery, outside of Bob Irwin's shoe

store. Bob wai a eteran of the Second New York
In the ch II war. Willuu r. Dali.

BaoOaXTV, April 37.

SEXATE COMMITTEES.
List or Asttsnment of Democratic sent,

tors Announced.
Washington, April 27. The list of a,

slgnments of Democratlo Senators t0
committees was announced In the SenM

The following Senators received
the chairmanships indicated below;

Senator Bacon of Georgia, Private i,nn,j
Claims; Senator Bailey of Texas, Additions!
Accommodations for the Library of ton.
gress; Senator Taylor of Tennessee, Genlig.
cnl Survey; Senator Tillman of South
Carolina, Five Civilized Tribes; Senstor
Simmons, Engrossed Bills; Senator Smith
of Maryland, to Investigate Trespassers on
Indian Lands; Senator Stone ot Missouri.
Revolutionary Claims; Senator Clark of
Arkansas, Disposition or Useless Papers
In tho Executive Departments, senator
Culberson of Texas, Public Health and
Xntlonnl Quarantine; Senntor Davis of
Arkansas, Mississippi River and Its Iribu-tarlc-

Senator Foster of Louisiana, Tran-
sportation and Sale of Meat Products. Sna-to- r

Ooro of Oklahoma, nallroads; Senitor
Johnston of Alabama, University of ih
United States: Senator Xewlands of Nevada,
Corporations Organized in the District of
Columbia, Senator Overman of Xorth Caro-
lina, Woman Suffrage; Senator Owen of
Oklahoma, Pacific Ha 11 roads, Senator Parn-te- r

of Kentucky, to Examine the Sevra
Branches of the Civil Service; Senator Bay.
ner of Maryland, Indian Depredation

The Democratic membership of the im.
port not Senate committees is as follows;

Finance Bailey, Simmons, Stone, Hera,
Williams and Johnson (Maine).

Judiciary Bacon. Overman. Culberson,
Itayner, Chilton and O'Oorman.

Foreign Relations Shlvely, Stone, Bacon,
Clarke (Arkansas), Hitchcock and Raynr.

Appropriations Tillman, Culberson, Fo-
ster, Martin, Overman and Owen.

Interstate Commerce Tillman. Clarke,
Foster. Xewlands, Taylor, I'omerens and'
Watson.

Military Affairs Taylor, Williams. Cham-berlal-

Clarke, Foster. Hitchcock and
Johnston.

Xnvul Affairs Thornton, Tillman, Smith
of Maryland; Swanson, Bryan and Johnson.

Commerce Simmons, Bankhead,
Fletcher, Martin, Xewlands, Percy nai
llced.

The committees to which Senator O'Oo-
rman has lieen assigneJ aro:

Judiciary. Immigration, Interoceanlc C-
anals. Manufactures and Cuban Relations.

XAl'Ali BVItEAV OK OHOXAXCE.

Ilnard of Officers Appointed- - to Consider
a Proposed Rconcanl.-atlon- .

Washington, April 27. A board of
naval officers has been appointed by
Secretary of the Navy Meyor to consider
a proposed reorganization for increasing
the efficiency of the naval bureau of
ordnance. Tho board will consist of
Cnpt. K. T. Fletcher, Capt. Roy C. Smith,
Commander Nathan C. Twining. Lieutenant-Com-

mander F. H. Clark, Lieutenant-Command-

Orton P. Jackson and
John M. Poyor. rotired. recorder.

Tho board will moot nt the Navy Depar-
tment cn May 1 and it is expected its work
will rcpi'iru several weekn. No perma-

nent Huccossor to Rear Admiral Newton
E. Mason as chief of tho bureau of ord-

nance will bo selected until the board
has made its report to Secretary Meyer.
Tho precept of the board says among
other things:

in view- - of the complexity of modernnav.il
oidnancc material nnd In order to secure
tho highest eft'eiency In its design, manu-
facture nnd installation, should any modif-
ication in the present plan of temporary
det iil lo ordnnnce duties be made? In this
connection attention Is called to the prcent
svston. for ordnance work in the United
Stales Army nnd to what extern such n
sysiem could bo ndvamngeously applied
to naval ordnance under tho present or-
ganization. The board wiil consider la
this connection the facilities afforded the
present ordnance class and the require-mnt- s

demanded to fit them for ruturs
ordnance dtutes; also the advisability of
selecting officers to be eligible for ordnance
duty by qualifying examination and of
assigning them to ordnance duty for a fixed
term of yearn.

WOVLlt ABOLISH THE SEXATE.

Socialist Congressman Saji It's a Hollo
of European Feudalism.

Washinoton, April 27. "The United
States Senate has run its course and mult
somo day, as with the British House of

Lords, yiold to the popular domond for
its reformation or abolition," said Repr-
esentative Victor Rerger of Milwaukee,
tho Socialist, as he dropped into ths
hopper of tho Houne to-da- y his resolu-

tion proposing that the Senate be wiped
off the map. Mr. Berger announced
when he flr6t came to Congress that he
intended to put the Sennte out of bus-
iness if it could be done, but he didn't
tnko tho initial step in the performance
until to-da-

"When the Constitution was framed,"
Mr. Rerger continued in explanation of

his proposition, the separation in two
houses was accepted upon the precedent
of the British Parliament and on no valid
ground whatever. When the propositiou
was mode to divide the Congress into
two brancnes three States, the great
State of New Vork among them, recorded
tneir votes against, it.

"It is a notable fact that while the
makers of the Constitution were taking
ud this rolio of KuroDeaii feudalism aud
clothing it with formidable power the
cngiisu nation was aireaay prepariuK
the forces which were to reduce the House
of Lords to the secondary position it now
occupies. If the bill of the Libutal Go-
vernment becomes a law the Houte ot Lords
will practically be abolished.

-- ii is sometimes niuu mat tne senate
might be beneficial as a check against
sudden upheavals or ill considered
change's, especially in a political or

crisis. Rut such occasions are just
the times when the resistance of such a
body is practically nil.

"'ihere w nothing so conservative as
the great maa9 of the people. Give the
peoplo the full referendum and Clod knowi
progress will be slow enough.

"The referendum is in reality the most
conservatlvo political power in existence,
as is Bhov.n in Switzerland, whore it has
been in use for many years, Tho referen-
dum is Infinitely stronger than all the
Senates in thn world because no dome-- c

ratio povsor is great enough to resist it
and yet no progressive measure, no re-

form, is safe until it has been accepted
by the majority of the people."

The .Berger resolution proposes an
amendment to the Constitution vesting
all legislative power in the House of

Representatives, the enactment ot which,
subject to referendum, shall bo the su-

preme law. The President shall have
no power to veto nor any court to inval-
idate. The section in tho Berger resolu-

tion proposing the general referendum
follows:

"Upon petition of 5 per cent, of the qual-

ified voters for members of the lower
houses of the State Legislatures iu eacli
of three-fourth- s of the States, tiled
within ninety days after the passage of a
law by the House of Representative1,
suoh law shall bo submitted to a general
referendum and if such law receives i

majority of all votes coat at such reler-endu-

It shall bo in effect, but if it lain
of a majority It shall be null and v oio.

Amendments to Reelprocio lllll.
Washington, April 27. Senator Nelson

of Minnesota y introduced amend-

ment to the Canadian reciprocity hill,

transferring wheat, barley, o.its, rveand
other farm product-s- , including live stors
and certain dairy products, from the tre
ll n St.. .4,,l,.l-,- l llt nnrl thetU

pay about half the duties imposed under
the Payne-Aldric- h law.


